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Ragueneau describes the renewed incursions of
the Iroquois in the spring of this year (1650), which
complete the ruin of the wretched Hurons. Their
country is thoroughly devastated; the scattered
bands who still remain are ruthlessly butchered by
an enemy "more cruel than cruelty itself;" and
despair reigns in the hearts of the few survivors.
Many of those who had taken refuge on St. Joseph
Island are driven by hunger to the mainland, to
search for food, and are destroyed by the Iroquois.
The Christian Indians who remain on the island see
but one hope for their lives; they entreat the Jesuits
to convey them to the French settlements on the St.
Lawrence, and there form a Huron colony under
French protection. This proposal is accepted, and
the remnant of the tribe, some three hundred in
number, make their way to Quebec,— always in
danger, while on this fifty days' journey, from
ferocious Iroquois rangers. Ragueneau graphically
portrays the devastation which these enemies have
wrought, not only in Huronia, but along Lake Nipis-
sing and the Ottawa River,— reducing a populous
region, full of promise, to a wilderness.

At last (July 28) this sad company arrive at Que-
bec. All possible aid is furnished to them there,
but this new charge is too great for the means of the
little colony, and much suffering occurs among the
fugitives; several hundred more of these are ex-
pected before long, from the upper country. The
Iroquois are now constantly harassing the French
settlers, wherever they can find them away from the
protection of the forts; and it is desirable that
measures be at once taken to break their power.

Some Christian Indians from Sillery, and some of


